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While I strongly doubt I will ever 
discover a diamond or an emerald 
mine over my lifetime, I am delighted 
to report unearthing a gem of a 
golf destination just a few months 
ago. Hidden in plain sight about 
an hour’s drive west of Austin, Tex., 
Horseshoe Bay Resort has spent 
decades under the radar as a real 
estate development featuring a wide 
variety of amenities. All throughout 
its 50-year history, however, the 
property continued to expand its 
scope with golf courses built by 
master designers Robert Trent Jones 
Sr. and Jack Nicklaus. Today, the 
resort features four championship 
courses, an 80,000-square-foot 
practice and instruction center, 385 
rooms, suites and villas, a marina, 
and an elegant spa.
 The story surrounding the resort 
is as fascinating as the property. 
Brothers Norman and Wayne 
Hurd saw the potential of a real 
estate development built along the 
shores of a 23-mile-long lake near 
the city of Marble Falls. In 1970, 
Wayne purchased the Lupton Ranch 
for $2 million and conferred with 
his brother on what to name the 
property. As the lake had been 
drained by the Colorado River 
Authority during construction of a 
power plant, the brothers strolled 
across the dry lake as they surveyed 
the property. Wayne stumbled 
across a rusty horseshoe stuck in 
the caked mud and the brothers 
agreed that their discovery was a 
sign from above. And so began 
the legend of Horseshoe Bay.
 Once the power plant was 
built and the lake was restored, 

the brothers began construction 
of condominiums, a yacht club, a 
marina, stables and even a light-
house. Logic dictated homeowners 
would enjoy other recreational 
options, so the Hurds contracted 
with Robert Trent Jones Sr. to design 
an 18-hole championship course 
named Slick Rock, after the area’s 
sandstone surface.
 Over the ensuing 15 years, 
that course was complemented by 
two others designed by Jones: Ram 
Rock and Apple Rock. In 2012, 
the stunning 18-hole Summit Rock 
was designed by PGA Tour legend 
Jack Nicklaus specifically for use 
by club members.
 “It’s a remarkable story,” said 
director of golf Anthony Holder in 
a January interview. “What really 
impresses me is how both Robert 
Trent Jones Sr. and Jack Nicklaus 
used the property’s natural assets to 
build these courses. The Texas Hill 
Country serves up a breathtaking 
landscape of steep hills, dales, 
boulders, prickly pear cactus, 
wildflowers, ash junipers, and 
live oaks. Trent Jones was a man 
ahead of his time as he designed 
his courses in the 1970s and ‘80s 
incorporating all of these natural 
features into his courses. Nicklaus 
echoed that same philosophy on 
the Summit Course.”
 The drive from the Austin airport 
to the resort reminds guests that 
they are a long way from Aurora 
(either the Illinois or the Colorado 
versions). The rugged landscape 
teems with rocks, stones, and 
native vegetation. Lyndon Baines 
Johnson, the nation’s 36th president, 
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was born in the Hill Country in 
Stonewall. Much of his personal 
and political life was shaped by 
the region, which is prone to long 
stretches of dry conditions and hot 
summers. The reservoir upon which 
Horseshoe Bay Resort rests is named 
Lake LBJ both to honor his heritage 
and to recognize his work to enact 
the Rural Electrification Act which 
allowed the Hill Country and other 
isolated farm communities across 
the country to subsist. The lake is 
the epicenter of the Horseshoe Bay 

community and thrives with boating, 
water skiing, and fishing.  
 The lakeside resort was built in 
1971, almost immediately after the 
sprawling 7,000-acre development 
community was founded. Over the 
years, the amenities offered by the 
resort have expanded to include 
swimming pools, a business conference 
center, outdoor reception areas, and 
even an elaborate 18-hole putting 
course complete with natural grass 
fairways, waterfalls, rose gardens 
and a trail. Over the past two 

years, the resort underwent a $70 
million upgrade that encompassed 
room remodeling, grounds renova-
tions, a glass-enclosed bar with a 
360-degree view of the property 
and a 9,000-square-foot pavilion 
for parties and events.
 All three of the Trent Jones-
designed golf courses at the resort 
have received upgrades. “Each of 
the three courses is distinct from 
one another,” said Holder. “Each 
was built on unique parcels of 
land which provide different per-
spectives of the Hill Country. All 
of them feature dramatic elevation 
changes and great views. Returning 
guests will notice how the $7.5 
million renovations invested in the 
courses have included improved 
conditioning, smoother greens, 
and even new green collars.”
 Ranked among the top 25 
courses in Texas by The Dallas 
Morning News, the 6,867-yard 
Slick Rock course was built over 170 
acres and was renovated in 2016 
with the assistance of the Robert 
Trent Jones II team. The course, 
containing over 70 bunkers and 
12 water hazards, has a number 
of distinct features which include 
Texas granite outcroppings, pampas 
grass, and Eldarica pine trees. 

 The highlight of the Slick Rock 
course is the photogenic 14th 
hole. Called the Million Dollar 
hole due to both its beauty and 
the work it took to construct, the 
par 4 begins from an elevated 
tee above a wide river valley that 
is home to rare Guadalupe river 
bass. Positioned above the far 
bank of the river is a multi-tiered 
waterfall which must be overcome 
to reach a generous landing area 
framed by sand bunkers to the left 
and a large tee to the right. No 
matter where your tee shot lands, 
enjoy the cart ride to the fairway 
as the pathway somehow bisects 
the waterfall.
 The 6,999-yard Apple Rock 
course spans 147 acres and is tout-
ed by some observers as the most 
scenic in all of Texas. The par-72 
layout begins in high, rocky terrain 
and finishes along the shoreline 
of Lake LBJ. The course was rated 
among the best new courses in 
America by Golf Digest when it 
opened in 1985 and has played 
host to the Texas State Open.
 The highlight of the Apple Rock 
course is actually the trio of holes 
10 through 12, taking players from 
the top of the Horseshoe Bay Resort 
property and down into – and even 

across – scenic Lake LBJ. Bring out 
your cellphone camera on the tenth 
tee to memorialize a stunning view 
of the lake and the tree-lined hillside. 
The par-5 10th is followed by the 
only-slightly-less-dramatic par-5 11th. 
The tee of the 179-yard par-3 12th 
hovers just above a stretch of the lake 
and aims toward a large elevated 
green protected by three massive, 
distinctly Trent Jones-designed sand 
bunkers. Escape with a par on this 
hole and you will have a story to 
tell over a cold beverage at the 
19th hole.
 If your schedule allows, save the 
Ram Rock course for last, as you will 
need your best game to challenge 
this par-71 layout, considered one of 
the toughest courses across the state. 
The course features more than 60 
bunkers, granite outcroppings, blind 
tee shots and a formidable number 
of streams and even rock gardens. 
 If your goal is to maintain your 
handicap index on Ram Rock, you 
must somehow survive the first four 
holes, which flow across dramatic 
hills and dales. Following a 414-
yard opening hole, which plays 
shorter due to the descent into 
a valley, the 488-yard second 
includes stands of mature trees, 
a vast fairway bunker, and three 

more large bunkers greenside. 
The 422-yard third is followed by 
a daunting 193-yard par 3 over 
water. If you finish this sequence at 
or around par, a second career as 
a member of the Champions Tour 
player may be in your future.
 No review of golf at Horseshoe 
Bay Resort is complete without a 
reference to the aforementioned 
Summit Rock which is exclusive 
(with limited guest access) to club 
members. Provided a palette of 
1,600 acres of spectacular land-
scape, Nicklaus was obviously in 
a giddy mood when he designed 
this course with some fun short par 
4s and a few long and challeng-
ing par 5s. The view from atop 
the world on No. 10, a par 5, 
will make even lifetime Chicago 
residents consider a move to the 
Texas Hill Country.
 No visit to Horseshoe Bay 
Resort is complete without a lesson 
or stretching exercise from director 
of golf instruction Bobby Steiner. 
A syndicated columnist and author 
of three books on golf, Steiner is 
as nice a guy as he is a teacher. 
Over his years as a professional, 
Steiner has developed a unique 
perspective on how players can 
maximize both their physical and 

mental skills. His system takes 
inspiration from yoga positions, 
meditation, and even music tempos. 
 Along with great golf, the resort 
features outstanding and diverse 
dining options. Enjoy hand-crafted 
cocktails and scrumptious bar food at 
the Whitewater 360 Waterfall Club 
and the Slick Rock Grill & Bar. No visit 
to the resort is complete without the 
unforgettable Chicken Fried Lobster 
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available exclusively at the Yacht 
Club. Once you’ve taken your first 
bite of this delicacy that celebrates 
Texas cuisine, you will never want 
your lobster served differently.
 Golfers are invited to discover 
their own diamond in the rough (and 
in the fairways) with an extended 
visit to Horseshoe Bay Resort.
www.hsbresort.com
877.611.0112

www.hsbresort.com

